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History  of 
Rock  Island 


White  men  first  settled  in  this  region  when  United 
States  soldiers  erected  Fort  Armstrong  on  the 
Island  of  Rock  Island,  in  May.  1816.  This  fort  was 
part  of  a  system  of  forts  established  in  the  upper 
Mississippi  valley  to  control  the  frequently  hostile 
Indians  Another  purpose  was  to  guard  against  a 
possible  British  invasion  from  Canada,  as  the  war  of 
1812  was  only  recently  ended.  Centered  about  this 
island  was  an  Indian  population  estimated  as  high 
as  40 AJOO,  headed  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  but  including 
other  tribes. 

The  fort  became  a  busy  trading  post  for  Indians 
and  those  white  settlers  who  trickled  in.  Col. 

George  Davenport,  whose  once  palatial  home  still 
stands  on  the  island,  was  the  leading  fur  trader,  and 
his  son,  Bailey  Davenport,  was  mayor  of  Rock  Island 
all  through  the  Civil  War  Col.  Davenport  and  other 
far-seeing  men  formed  the  first  plans  for  the 
Chicago  t  Rock  Island  Railroad,  first  road  to  reach 
the  Mississippi  at  Rock  Island  Here  also  the  first 
bridge  was  built  across  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  /ears  after  the  first  visit  of  a  steamboat, 
h>e  /irgmia,  in  1823.  Rock  Island  became  a  leading 
ri/er  port.  Sometimes  half  a  dozen  boats  were  load¬ 
ing  cargo  at  the  le/ee  at  the  same  time. 

In  a  later  era  Rock  Island  also  became  an  Import- 
*nt  ra  i  center,  and  farm  products  and  manufactured 
articles  were  shipped  out  both  by  river  and  railroad 
•  steamboat  called  the  "Effie  Afton"  struck 


A  The  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  Village,  Sauk-E-Nauk,  was  locatod  near  this  site  on  tho  Rock  River. 
B  Fort  Armstrong  Blockhouse,  on  western  tip  of  Arsenal  Island. 

C  Confederate  Cemetery  on  Arsenal  Island. 

0  Clock  Tower,  tho  first  public  building  on  tho  Arsenal  Island. 
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MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  The  “Father  of  Waters"  flows  from  east  to  west  as  the  north 
boundary  of  Rock  Island,  then  continues  as  the  boundary  in  a  southwesterly 
direction. 

CENTENNIAL  BRIDGE  The  Rock  Island  Centennial  Bridge  is  located  at  15th  Street 
and  Second  Avenue.  Its  Box  Girder,  Tiered  Arch  construction  makes  it  a 
beautiful  symmetrical  structure.  The  bridge  services  traffic  for  Routes  150.  67 
and  199  (Southwest  Expressway)  connecting  to  the  Interstate  System. 

ROCK  RIVER  The  Rock  River  empties  into  the  Mississippi  here  after  entering 
Illinois  at  the  northern  border  and  flowing  through  a  beautiful  valley  in  a  south¬ 
westerly  direction.  The  land  between  the  Rock  River  and  the  Mississippi  at  this 
point  was  ideal  Indian  land  in  Chief  Blackhawk’s  opinion. 

MARINA.  SUNSET  PARK.  Sunset  Lane  and  31st  Avenue  Opened  in  1956.  this 
splendidly  equipped  small  boat  harbor  reflects  the  popularity  of  pleasure  boating 
since  the  advent  of  the  system  of  locks  and  dams  on  the  Mississippi  River.  Sunset 
Park,  in  which  it  is  located,  covers  250  acres. 

DOUGLAS  PARK.  Worlds  Softball  Championship  Games.  18th  Avenue  at  9th  Street 

This  park  is  used  by  the  Quad-City  softball  leagues  and  is  the  site  of  the  World’s 
Annual  ChamDionship  Softball  Tournament  during  the  Last  week  of  August  and 
the  first  week  of  September.  Championship  teams  chosen  from  all  sections  of 
the  United  States  participate. 

LONGVIEW  PARK  Longview  Park.  18th  Avenue  and  17th  Street,  provides  picnic 
area,  playgrounds  and  a  large  public  swimming  pool,  open  daily  during  the 
summer  months. 


HAUBERG  CIVIC  CENTER.  1300  -  24th  Street  and  14th  Avenue  The  Weyerhaeuser 
and  Denkmann  lumber  empire  got  its  start  here  in  Rock  Island.  The  home  of 
Susanne  Oenkmann  Hauberg  and  her  husband  John  is  now  the  Hauberg  Civic 
Center.  The  home  is  well  worth  a  visit  especially  when  the  Men's  Rose  and 
Garden  Club  Rose  Garden  is  in  bloom 


■ 


BLACKHAWK  STATE  PARK,  46th  Avenue  and  14th  Street  This  state  park  includes 
Chief  Blackhawk’s  favorite  spot,  with  extensive  views  over  the  Rock  River  Valley. 
It  is  located  near  the  site  of  the  large  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  village,  Sauk-E-Nuk, 
which  was  burned  in  July.  1780,  in  the  westernmost  battle  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  Markers  at  12th  Street  and  48th  Avenue  indicate  the  site 
There  are  many  Indian  mounds  in  the  vicinity  and  to  the  west  along  the 
Rock  River. 

The  200-acre  hilly  and  wooded  park  contains  the  Hauberg  Museum  of  Indian 
relics.  The  museum  is  open  9:00  a.m.  to  5  00  p.m  daily.  Adjacent  is  a  large  lounge 
and  beyond  it  the  dining  room,  which  is  open  daily  from  9:00  a.m 
Across  the  highway  is  the  amphitheatre  site  of  the  Indian  Pow-Wow.  a  program 
of  Indian  dances  given  by  the  Indians  of  Tama.  Iowa,  staged  over  the  Labor  Day 
weekend  each  year.  Beyond  the  amphitheatre  is  an  improved  camp  ground 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  MARKER,  48th  Avenue  and  12th  Street  This  marker  states: 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  sworn  into  the  U.  S.  Service  as  a  captain  in  the  Blackhawk 
War  while  encamped  two  miles  south  of  here.  May  7  to  10,  1832.’’ 


AUGUSTANA  COLLEGE  For  nearly  100  years.  Rock  Island  has  been  the 
home  of  Augustana  College,  a  co-educational.  liberal  arts  institution  nationally 
recognized  for  its  academic  program.  Founded  by  the  Lutheran  Church, 
the  college  today  occupies  20  modern  buildings  on  a  scenic  100-acre  campus 
near  7th  Avenue  and  38th  Street  Augustana  annually  enrolls  more  than 
2XKJ0  students  from  throughout  the  United  States  and  several  foreign  countries. 


j  j  INDIAN  BOUNDARY  LINE.  9th  Avenue  and  38th  Street  In  the  northwest  corner 
of  Lincoln  Park  and  also  on  the  Augustana  College  campus  the  Indian  boundary 
line  is  marked  By  a  treaty  In  1816,  Indian  tribes  gave  up  their  claims  to  land 
south  of  a  line  extending  from  the  southern  tip  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
Mississippi  River. 

12  RAILROAD  MARKER8  AT  ROCK  ISLAND  DEPOT.  5th  Avenue  at  31st  Street 

A  period  of  great  prosperity  and  an  Increase  In  population  started  with  the 
arrival  of  the  railroad  at  Rock  Island  In  1854  Thousands  of  settlers  headed  for 
The  West’  and  the  river  ferries  busily  transported  these  new  arrivals  and  their 
livestock  across  the  river  In  1856  the  first  bridge  over  the  Mississippi  was  built 
In  Rock  Island  for  railroad  use  only. 
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SITE  OF  FIRST  HOUSE  IN  COUNTY.  5th  Avenue  and  28th  Street  This  marker 
states:  "Site  of  Farnhamsburg.  Rock  Island  County’s  first  seat  of  justice. 
1833-1835." 

SITE  OF  FIRST  BOAT  YARD.  24th  Street  and  Arsenal  Viaduct  Bridge  The  first 
boat  yard  was  established  by  J.  C.  Holt  In  1841.  succeeded  by  Bailey  and  Boyle 
SITE  OF  FIRST  HOUSE  IN  STEPHENSON.  1st  Avenue  and  13th  Street  Charles  H 
and  L.  L.  Case  built  the  first  house  in  Stephenson  in  1834  Stephenson  was 
renamed  Rock  Island  in  1841. 

SITE  OF  FIRST  SCHOOL  HOUSE.  3rd  Avenue  and  12th  Street  The  first  school 
was  a  private  "academy"  in  a  log  cabin  erected  in  1836. 

ROCK  ISLAND  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE  The  square  block  between  2nd  and  3rd 
Avenues  and  14th  and  15th  Streets  was  set  aside  in  the  original  plat  of 
July  10.  1835  for  a  Court  House  site  and  has  been  so  occupied  since  then  The 
first  Courthouse  was  built  in  1838  and  the  present  Courthouse  was  dedicated 
March  31.  1897  and  was  remodeled  in  1960. 

SITE  OF  HANGING  OF  COL.  DAVENPORT'S  MURDERERS.  14th  Street  between 

3rd  and  4th  Avenue  On  October  29.  1845,  three  of  the  four  murderers  were 
hanged  In  Rock  Island  whi'o  5,000  people  watched.  All  America  was  Interested 
because  of  the  national  prominence  of  Col.  Davenport  and  the  Infamy  of 
the  bandit  gang. 

FORT  ARMSTRONG,  on  Western  Tip  of  Arsenal  Island  The  blockhouse  is  a 
replica  of  one  of  the  three  that  were  built  at  the  three  land  corners  of  the  three 
hundred  foot  square  fort. 

This  fort  and  its  complement  of  many  soldiers  controlled  the  unruly  and  large 
Sac  &  Fox  Indian  settlements  nearby  and  kept  the  British  soldiers  and  fur 
traders  from  Canada  out  of  this  area  Here  the  slave.  Dred  Scott,  was  kept  by 
the  post  surgeon.  Dr.  Emerson 

LOCK  AND  DAM  NO.  15.  at  west  end  of  Arsenal  Island,  east  of  Government 
Bridge  This  dam  is  the  largest  roller  gate  dam  in  the  world.  The  steel  roller 
gates  can  be  rolled  up  out  of  the  water  to  allow  flood  flow  of  the  river  to  pass 
thru  unimpeded. 

Be  sure  to  make  a  leisurely  visit  to  the  locks  and  watch  the  bridge  drawspan 
open  and  a  boat  lock  through. 

CLOCK  TOWER,  United  States  Engineer's  Offices  Located  at  the  western  tip 
of  Arsenal  Island  just  east  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  embankment,  the  Clock 
Tower  became  the  first  public  building  on  the  Arsenal  Island  when  It  was  built 
In  1864  and  1865  When  Arsenal  buildings  subsequently  were  constructed 
farther  east  on  the  Island,  it  remained  mostly  unused,  except  for  storage  until 
1935  when  the  U.  S.  Engineers  took  over  the  building  and  remodeled  It. 

SITE  OF  FIRST  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  BRIDGE.  North  Shore  of  Arsenal  Island. 

Five  tiers  of  rough-hewn  stone  contain  a  tablet  which  states:  “Near  this  spot  and 
upon  these  stones  rested  the  first  bridge  to  span  the  Mississippi  River.  First  train, 
consisting  of  locomotive  and  eight  cars,  passed  over  the  bridge  April  22.  1856. 
COLONEL  DAVENPORT'S  HOUSE,  North  Shore  of  Arsenal  Island  In  this  home, 
built  In  1833  by  this  first  white  settler  of  the  region,  Col.  Davenport  was  killed  In 
1845  by  river  bandits  while  his  wife  and  two  sons  were  attending  an  Independence 
Day  celebration  In  Rock  Island. 

BROWNING  MUSEUM,  Rock  Island  Arsenal  Museum  hours  are  1 1  00  a.m.  to 
4  00  p.m  ,  Wednesday  through  Sunday;  closed  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

Items  of  Interest  in  the  Museum  Include  a  model  of  Fort  Armstrong,  model  of 
Colonel  George  Davenport's  house,  model  of  Rock  Island  Arsenal  in  1910,  and 
numerous  ancient  and  modern  guns,  rifles,  pistols  and  other  weapons. 
CONFEDERATE  CEMETERY.  Arsenal  Island  Originally  containing  the  bodies  of 
1,961  prisoners  who  died  while  confined  here  during  the  Civil  War.  Each 
Memorial  Day,  Confederate  flags  are  placed  before  every  headstone,  a  firing 
detail  fires  three  volleys,  and  a  bugler  sounds  taps. 

NATIONAL  CEMETERY,  Arsenal  Island  This  cemetery  was  established  in  1865 
as  a  post  cemetery.  Today,  approximately  5,000  veteran  dead  of  our  Country's 
several  military  services  are  burled  here. 
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